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Annual Budget Meeting  (submitted by Ray Foster, moderator) 

 

 I implore all members of the church 

to attend the Annual Budget Meeting of the 

Congregational Church of Somersville on 

Sunday, November 13, 2011. The meeting 

will be held in the social room following 

worship. The Cabinet voted to hold the 

budget portion of our regular annual meeting 

prior to the end of the calendar year so that a 

new budget can be in place for the start of a 

new calendar year. 

Please attend, let your voice be heard. 
 

Agenda 

 Call to Order 

 Opening Prayer 

 Reading of Vision Statement and Behavioral Covenant 

 Discuss and Vote on Proposed Budget 

 Adjournment 

 

And, our monthly Cabinet meeting is 

scheduled for November 20 following 

worship. Any individual or Board having 

business to bring up at that time should 

notify Pastor Graham or me by November 

13. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the Pastor 
 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

One of the key roles of the church is to assist the people of 

God as they grow in the image and likeness of Christ.  Here in 

Somersville we do this in a number of ways, but one of the essential 

ways we accomplish this goal is through our formal Christian 

education programs for children, youth and adults.  This month I 

celebrate our Sunday school teachers and the Board of Christian 

Education as they seek to fulfill their roles as leaders 

in the spiritual formation of the members and friends 

of this congregation.  You can support of Sunday 

school teachers and CE Board members by inviting 

the kids in your life, as well as their families, to try 

out our Sunday school program – the more the 

merrier!  The most likely reason why people choose 

to check out a new church is by receiving a personal 

invitation from someone they know, so even if you 

aren’t a teacher, you can support the Christian education programs of 

our church by recommending them to others. 

 

This month I also write to announce a great Christian 

education event for adults to be held on Sunday, November 27
th 

in 

Mansfield Center, CT.  Professional musician, storyteller and pastor 

Bert Marshall will perform a dramatic telling of the Gospel of Mark, 

the oldest of our gospels.  We will leave from the church parking lot at 

1 p.m for the 2 p.m. performance.  When we return to 

Somers (around 5 p.m.), we’ll stop and enjoy dinner 

together at a local restaurant before parting.  Very 

rarely do we get to hear the gospel presented orally 

and dramatically, as it was heard by the earliest 

Christians.  This will be a memorable opportunity.  

The cost is just five dollars per person plus dinner.  

Please join us! 
 

Faithfully yours, 
 

Graham Van Keuren 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Thanks to .. 

  .. everyone who volunteered to take 

on the various service opportunities. 

  .. those who donated to, and helped 

at, the roast beef fundraising supper. 

  ..  all who contributed to the success 

of the Blacksmith Shoppe this year. 
.  

Thanks from .. 

  .. Linda Longueuil “Thank you to the wonderful women who 

participate in the prayer shawl ministry. The prayer shawl you sent me 

is beautiful (and, yes, purple is my favorite color). It will give me 

strength and warmth as I continue my rehab and recovery. Thanks so 

much for your thoughtfulness.” 

 

Christian Education    
  

Advent Devotional (submitted by Rev. Graham) 

The season of Advent is a time of waiting in the midst of hope. 

It is a reflective season for the church; a time of contemplation and 

prayer. Each year we recreate the hope for the Messiah felt by our 

ancestors while we also wait for Christ to come again. 
 

We would like to invite all members of the church to 

contribute to a daily Advent devotional. Each day this devotional will 

provide a passage, some thoughts about that passage and a prayer for 

your use in your own reflection. And we need your help to make it 

happen! 
 

We invite you to contribute by picking a day to write a short 

(125 words or less) devotional aid for a text and a prayer for the day. A 

sign up sheet will be posted in the social room that includes a passage 

for the given day. We will need everything sent back by November 

15
th
 so that we can compile the booklets and get them out to members 

by the start of Advent. 
 

Please know that all are 

welcome and needed to participate in 

this endeavor. Should you wish to 

contribute artwork for the devotional, 

that would also be greatly appreciated. 

Contact me with any questions. 

 

 

Advent Services 

The first Sunday of Advent will be November 27
th

. We will 

again worship on Wednesday evenings during Advent as we meet from 

7-7:30 PM on November 30, December 7, 14 & 21. Please join us as 

we prepare for Christ’s coming! Choir or any Wednesday evening 

meetings will begin at 7:30. 

 

Wednesday Bible Study   

 Wednesday morning Bible study meets weekly (with the 

exception of Nov. 23) in the social room from 9:30-11:15 AM. All are 

invited to attend. 

 

 Feedback from Families Wanted 
                                   (submitted by Pat Scully) 

 Ideas and input are being sought from the 

congregation by the Board of Christian Education.  

Please feel free to jot down your ideas and mail or 

email them to the church or put your suggestions in 

the CE mail slot in the meeting room. 

1. How can the Christian Education grow? 

2. How can the older kids be more involved? 

3. What kinds of program should be offered to 

benefit the older children in our 

congregation? 

4. How can we (the Church or Sunday school) market ourselves 

to the community to draw in more families? 

 

Opportunities in November 

 
 Greeters  Ushers  Reader              Fellowship Hosts 
 

11/06   Patrick Forbes Dan Scully 

 

 
11/13   Patrick Forbes Art Lachance Ulysses Orduz 

       Bill Moran 

 

11/20 Dan Dunn Patrick Forbes Yvonne Wood 
 Art Lachance 

 

11/27   Dan Dunn Ardie Carey Tom & Elaine 

   Art Lachance      Hancock 

 



 

 

 

Report of the Treasurer   (submitted by Sydney Cohen) 
 

The fellow who does things that count doesn’t usually stop to 

count them. 

     Of course, my friend, I really do not think that I have 

already won it: the one thing I do, however, is to forget what 

is behind me and do my best to reach what is ahead.  Phil. 
3:13. 
 

                 Sept. 2011        Monthly       YTD            Annual  

                        Budget                                  Budget 

Pledges        $7,329.00  $ 6,737.50      $60,745.00     $ 80,850.00  

Income      $10,245.50    $ 9,404.56      $91,111.46    $112,855.00  

Expenses   $10,924.34   $10,494.41     $100,930.33   $125,933.00 

 

Collections for September 

Fund Raiser Dinner- 1,963.00- net income 

Flow through Items- Income 

Monthly Mission Giving 

Heifer International- 463.00- YTD 746.14 

Capital Campaign 2011- 225.00- YTD Total 10,660.00 

Flow through Items- Expense 

Capital Campaign- 3,188.00- Painting exterior parsonage 

 

September saw an increase in pledges, putting us within $ 20,000 of 

our goal for the last quarter of this year.  On the flip side, expenses 

were slightly above budgeted and we are within range of meeting or 

exceeding our budgeted expenses for this year. 

The capital campaign income has increased since month’s end to 

11,785.00, with 3,188 being disbursed for the painting of the exterior 

of the parsonage. 
 

 

Missions Outreach    
 

 2
nd

 Mile Missions  (submitted by Linda Longueuil) 

Our 2
nd

 Mile Missions collection for November is KIVA, a new and 

potentially, a very rewarding mission for our church.  KIVA provides 

small loans to people from poor countries which gives 

the recipients the opportunity to become self-

sufficient.  KIVA has lent $240 million to 

615,000 people with the average loan being $385. 

 

The client requests a loan which is pre-disbursed from a 

financial institution in the KIVA organization.  This allows the client 

to purchase what they need in a timely manner.  Examples of requests 

are seeds for planting crops, beads for making jewelry, or parts to 

repair an ailing taxi.   The financial institution then requests donations 

in the form of loans to backfill the loans they have made.  The church 

becomes the lender and repayments will be made to the church.  

Repayments terms and schedule are set up and the client repays the 

loan according to the terms and schedule.   
 

Requests typically range from $125 to $3000.  An organization 

can choose to lend all or a portion of an individual request.  There is a 

high rate of success in the repayment of these loans at 98%.  Once the 

loan is repaid, the lending organization can choose to lend that money 

again to another client.  These loans help people stand on their own 

feet instead of keeping them dependent on daily handouts. 
 

For those seeking more information on KIVA, go to 

www.kiva.org and read more about this inspiring organization. 
 

Give a hand up, not a handout 
 

Food-Share Distribution 
Food Share’s distribution of perishable food happens every 

other week in the parking lot of Somers Congregational Church from 

11:45-12:15. This month, distribution dates are November 9 and 23. 

Individuals or families needing food are welcome to come; there are 

no qualifications. Volunteers are needed to staff the distribution efforts 

of Food Share; speak with Dave Pinney for details or more 

information.  
 

Historian’s Corner    (submitted by Johanna Karbonic) 
 

Who Am I? 

I was born In Fall River, 

Massachusetts. My wife and I became 

members of the Congregational Church of 

Somersville in 1992.   We were originally 

members of a Baptist church and actually 

met at a Baptist camp.  When we moved 

to Enfield we were unable to find a 

Baptist church in the Enfield area, so we 

joined another church closer to our home.  

http://www.kiva.org/


 

After we became discontent with that church, we joined the 

Congregational Church of Somersville. Both our parents were Baptist 

and we were married in a Baptist church.  
 

The minister is what keeps me coming to this church.  My 

favorite parts of church are the service and the fellowship times.  My 

favorite memory was helping to build the expansion of the church 

building in 1995.  Not only did I help with the physical building of the 

church, but kept records and pictures of the project.  It was an exciting 

and stressful time for this church, but I played a big part in making it 

possible.   
 

Right now there is nothing I would like to see different in the 

church.   I am very happy with the additional parking lot, which makes 

it easier for me to find a convenient parking space.  
 

I greatly admired Martha Butler and her sidekick Harriet 

Pinney, who I got to know and heckle during our Bible study days.    
 

This is a man of many talents and interests:  WWII veteran, 

Experimental/Quality Assurance Engineer, railroad modeler, traveler, 

mineralogist (along with his wife), Sunday school teacher, artist-with 

many good paintings, dancer, gardener, etc.  He never stops learning 

and everything he knows, he knows in depth.  
 

Our mystery man of the month is a kind gentle person with a 
great sense of humor and a man of many words.  Just ask him!  If you 
can’t recognize him, the answer is on the members and friends page 
of this issue. 
 

 

Ladies Aide Society  
 

All Church Bake Sale 

We hope everyone will contribute to an all church bake sale to 

be held Saturday, November 19 from 10 

AM – 12 noon in the social room. If 

everyone from the church could bake at 

least one item – be it a pie, cake, batch of 

cookies, bread, candy, etc., it would help 

lead to a very successful event! If you 

can assist/contribute, please sign up on 

the sheet (with the yellow backing) 

posted in the social room. 

 

Monthly Meeting   

     While all women of the church are invited to the 

monthly meeting of the Ladies Aide on Tuesday, 

November 8, beginning at 1 PM, everyone is 

invited to a defibrillator demonstration by Bob 

Wheeler of the Somers Fire Department at 1:30. If 

time allows, Graham will present a summary of the 

interviews regarding Ladies Aide … the positive 

and negative aspects, feedback, opinions, etc. 

Ruth Bruch and Pastor Graham will provide refreshments. 

 

Money Well Spent 

The ladies of the church are helping to support 

the church and those in the community. They have 

purchased a new refrigerator that is in (what is called) 

the salad/dessert room; they are contributing $2800 for 

door repair and replacement (for the property capital 

campaign projects) and have also voted to provide two 

complete-meal food baskets to two local families for Thanksgiving and 

Christmas. 

 

Prayer Shawl Ministry (submitted by Lois Sharpless) 

The Prayer Shawl Knitters will next meet on Thursday, 

November 10 at 2 PM in the social room of the church. ALL are 

welcome! 

 

Fundraising Suppers  (submitted by Ruth Bruch) 
 

 Recap of October Supper 

 We’ve got a great group of regular diners and they start 

making reservations at the stroke of midnight two weeks prior to a 

scheduled dinner. The 5 PM sitting of the October 15 roast beef supper 

was full by 10:30 AM the first day reservations were accepted and the 

6:15 filled within a few days. A few cancellations came in but those 

seats were quickly taken by folks on the wait list. There was an 

abundance of help during the supper this month – thanks to all who 

assisted – before, during and after the meal.  By the end of the evening 

$2206.00 was taken in and we spent $315.50 for the meat and a few 

other items that were not donated.  

 

 



 

  

Upcoming Suppers 

 Help and donations are needed in 

order to make the November 12 Turkey 

Supper a success. The menu includes 

turkey, stuffing, mashed potatoes, gravy, 

salad, cranberry sauce, butternut squash, 

homemade breads, beverage and pumpkin pie. We need a lot of 

ingredients and assistance.  Some of the items needed are: 

pumpkin pies (made at home 44 single packs or 22 dble packs 
      or church on 11/11)   Stove Top (or store brand) 
d-caf coffee (not Kirkland)       stuffing 
2  # 10 cans cranberry sauce 2 lb. croutons 
4 lge. pkg. turkey gravy mix butternut squash 60 lb. 
homemade breads  cash donations for potatoes ($40) 
    

 We could also use assistance both Friday and Saturday 

mornings peeling potatoes, making pumpkin pies, preparing salad 

fixings and stuffing, setting the dining room, etc.  And help is needed 

Saturday night during the supper – both in the kitchen and dining area.  

Please check out the opportunities posted on the sign up sheet in the 

social room or give me a call at the church office (860-749-7741).  

 

 Our final fundraising supper, that benefits a missions project 

or two, will be held December 3. The menu will consist of baked ham, 

yams, green beans, salad, breads, beverage and cake. A sign up sheet 

for help/donations will be posted mid-November.  

 

 Gift Certificates 

 Want to treat a friend, neighbor or handyman to a delicious 

dinner? Gift certificates to our monthly suppers are available for 

purchase at $11 each (the cost of a supper). Certificates can be 

purchased through the church office. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

This & That 

- Fellowship hosts are needed for the remainder of the year. Anyone 

willing to provide a light snack following worship on any given 

Sunday is encouraged to sign up in the social room 

- Meeting minutes are to be filed with the office. Copies will also be 

posted on the bulletin board on the south wall of the social room. 

-     Volunteers are always needed for lay readers, 

ushers and greeters.  None of the jobs are difficult 

and on-the-job training is provided.  Please sign up 

downstairs in the social hall... a new sign-up sheet is 

offered each month.  The work will prove rewarding 

and our children and youth are welcome to sign up, 

too!  Ushering or greeting can be a great family 

activity! 

-     Youths interested in serving as an acolyte (to light and extinguish 

the worship candles and occasionally participate in the processional 

and/or recessional) should speak with Graham to 

sign up. 

-     Daylight Savings Time ends Sunday, November 

6. Be sure to fall back one hour. 

 

 

Community Thanksgiving Service 

 

 All are welcome to attend the annual community Thanksgiving 

service being held at Somers Congregational Church this year on 

Sunday, November 20, beginning at 7 PM. Clergy from the town’s 

churches will participate as will a combined 

choir. This service is a great opportunity to gather 

together to hear the words of the pastors, sing 

hymns together, hear the Somers Year in Review 

and enjoy community fellowship.  We all have 

much for which we can be thankful  .. so join us 

in giving thanks. 

 



 

 

World Christianity has a new address, a new look and many names 
Global Christian Forum examines ‘profound realignment’ 
 

October 17, 2011                   Kim Cain 
Global Christian Forum Communications Secretary 
 

MANADO, Indonesia 
“The story of Christianity as a worldwide faith is being written before 
our eyes,” declared Dana Robert of Boston University’s School of 
Theology as she addressed a group of world church leaders at the 
Global Christian Forum (GCF) here on the fundamental realignment of 
Christian faith around the globe. 
“Christianity has undergone one of the greatest demographic and 
cultural shifts in its 2000 year history,” Robert said. 
 

The gathering has brought together leaders from all major church 
traditions, all theological perspectives and major world communions 
including the World Communion of Reformed Churches [of which the 
United Church of Christ is a part], the Anglican Communion, the World 
Council of Churches, the World Evangelical Alliance, the Pentecostal 
World Fellowship and representatives of the Vatican’s Pontifical 
Council for promotion of Christian Unity. 
 

In a statistical analysis of the changing demographics and practices of 
global Christianity, Peter Crossing of the Center for the Study of 
Global Christianity, told the GCF that a century ago 66 percent of the 
world’s Christians lived in Europe, but today it accounts for only 26 
percent of the world’s Christian population.  
 

He said the “Global North (defined as Europe and North America) 
contained over 80 percent of all Christians in 1910 falling to under 40 
percent by 2010.” In 1910 less than 2 percent of all Christians lived in 
Africa but by 2010 this had skyrocketed to 20 percent of world 
Christianity by 2010. 
Crossing, who is a researcher for the Atlas of Global Christianity, said 
that while the overall percentage of persons around the world who 
are Christians had remained fairly constant over the last one hundred 
years there has been “dramatic change in the center of gravity of 
global Christianity.” 
 

A century ago the statistical “center of gravity” for Christianity was 
near Madrid, but “in 2010 the statistical center had shifted to 

somewhere just south of Timbuktu in Mali. This 100-year shift is the 
most dramatic in Christian history,” Crossing said.  
 

One thing has not changed: where the financial resources reside. 
“Finances are still firmly in the (global) North. Sixty percent of 
Christians live in the South, but they have only 17 percent of Christian 
income,” Crossing said. 
 

He also noted that a century ago Christianity was largely a Western 
phenomenon, “including strong European Roman Catholic presence in 
Latin America, where few church leaders were Latin Americans.” 
Today the new expressions of Global Christianity are coming from 
Africa and Asia.  
 
Crossing said the change was most dramatically illustrated by in the 
“mother-tongues” used in worship and the number of denominations: 
today Mandarin Chinese is the fifth most prevalent language used by 
Christians to worship God ― 100 years ago China hardly registered. 
The top four languages spoken by Christians today are Spanish, 
Portuguese, English and French.  
 

Globally, there are some 41,000 Christian denominations, reflecting 
“the fragmentation” of the global church, Crossing said.  
 

Within these profound changes, Crossing said, there have also been 
major developments in existing churches: revivalism, indigenous 
churches and renewal churches had flourished in every continent but, 
again, especially in the South. 
 

Another presenter, Sang-Bok David Kim of the World Evangelical 
Alliance, told the GCF that the huge changes in the church 
internationally means “Christianity is no longer a ‘white man’s 
religion. Christians are now everywhere.” 
 

Looking at comparative numbers Kim said Christianity is the world’s 
largest faith grouping with 32.9 percent of the global population 
followed by Islam at 22.9 percent. “Muslims are increasing faster than 
Christians, not because of more conversions, but due rather to their 
higher birth rate (1.9 percent, Christians 1.2 percent),” he said. 
 

Although the Global North has declined in percentage of the 
population identifying as Christian, evangelical, Pentecostal and 
charismatic communities continue to grow there, as well as in Africa, 
Latin America and Asia, Kim said. 
 



 

He noted one of the most “astonishing success stories” has been the 
work of evangelical missions post-World War II and the subsequent 
growth of indigenous evangelical movements globally. “Evangelicals 
numbered 82 million in 1960 and they have reached 546 million in 
2010,” he said. 
 

Robert said these changes raise critical questions for all churches. 
“Contemporary Christians are focusing on mission for multiple 
purposes,” she said, “both to recover tradition and to recover from 
tradition. 
 

“Conversations about mission and witness have become an urgent 
agenda for mainline Christians… as they struggle to reframe their 
identity in a global marketplace. At the same time, adherents of new 
ministries often see their witness as a recovery of primitive 
Christianity that challenges the older denominations.” 
 

Robert opined that “today’s urgent need for Christian unity does not 
look like the 1950s and 1960s, when self-satisfied Protestant leaders 
pushed for organic unity at the expense of diversity of witness. The 
growth that characterizes world Christianity today means that unity 
will be taken seriously only where mission is taken seriously,” she 
said.  
 

That mission however is varied. Kim noted that “re-evangelization” is 
the prime task of many churches such as in the Russian Orthodox, 
which was “concentrating more on evangelization of the 80 percent 
nominal Orthodox Christians” rather than concerns of proselytism of 
the 1990s. 
 

And Crossing said statistics showed there was over 1.136 billion hours 
of evangelism across the globe per year but “it was mostly directed at 
other Christians!”  
 

Connecticut Conference, UCC 
 

 Tolland Association 

 The 2011 Fall Meeting of the Association will be held 

Thursday, November 3 at the United Congregational Church of 

Tolland with a supper beginning at 6 PM. The program will be a 

presentation by the Tolland and Windham Association delegates to the 

UCC Synod 28 this past July in Tampa, FL. Anyone who might like to 

attend this meeting with Graham, should speak with him ASAP.  
 

 

About our Members and Friends 

 
Birthdays  

     Birthdays are being celebrated 

this month by: Syd Cohen, Mason 

Yamashita, Eva Cohen, Jacob Cohen, Doug Miller, Linda Longueuil, 

Vivienne Penhall, Elaine Hancock, Tom Hancock, John Collins, 

Rachael Gately, and Judy Liberty 

 

Anniversaries 

 Couples observing anniversaries in November include: Bert & 

Mae Chillson (55
th

), Mark & Diane Farnham, Michael & Lori Arnone, 

Sandy & Syd Cohen, Dave & Pat Pinney, Karen & Renee Blondin 

 

 Who Am I? 

  

 I am Everett Baker 

 

 

 

 

 
Congregational Church of Somersville 

 

Vision Statement 

We will be a faith-based church welcoming diversity, empowering the 

individual, growing in faith and doing God’s work in the global community in 

unity and love. 
 

Behavioral Covenant 

 We will follow a process that includes unconditional listening and 

time to collect thought, enabling all individuals to comfortably 

express their opinions. 

 Our actions and demeanor will support and empower all participants 

 All opinions will be welcomed, reflectively considered and 

respected. 

 Opinions will be expressed with humility, self-control, gentleness, 

and kindness. 

 We will look for common ground as we search for consensus, and 

we will respect that consensus. 

 We will affirm by our works and actions our common goal to serve 

God. 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 


